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Support for Community Sport 
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Question 1: What is being done to support volunteers in community 
sport? 

 
Volunteers in sport can access a wide variety of support available through 
local and national, professional and volunteer-led, sport-focused and 
generic-volunteer agencies. More needs to be done to join this work up to 
prevent unnecessary duplication and increase awareness of relevant 
training opportunities available through non-sport focused programmes. 

 
Question 2: What are the barriers facing volunteers? 
 

To overcome the barriers facing volunteers there needs to be cultural 
changes: (1) large organisations need to increase support for workforce 
volunteering; (2) volunteer opportunities need to be more short term with 
clear exit routes; (3) a young image of volunteering needs to be 
generated; (4) access to support is visible and well promoted. 

 
Question 3: What examples are there of good practice to encourage and 
maintain volunteers in community sport? 
 

sportscotland’s Young People’s Sport Panel is evidence of a successful 
campaign but demonstrates how organisations in sport take an isolated 
approach in recruiting volunteers. Sport needs to take a sector based 
approach to reach a wider market and ensure volunteers declined for one 
opportunity in sport are sign-posted to another. 

 
Question 4: How can the contribution of local sports clubs be quantified 
for: (i) the preventative health agenda and (ii) communities? 
 

(i) Quantifying the number of participants in sports clubs and then charting 
an increase directly coinciding with a decrease in health related issues 
and costs would help provide statistical evidence. 
 
(ii) Sport will strive to find ways to statistically support its case but there 
must also be an acceptance by Local Authorities and other agencies that 
not all positive work (especially projects with long term goals) can be 
demonstrated through statistical evidence. 
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Question 5: What role does, or should, Community Sports Hubs play in 
encouraging sport in local communities? 

 
An effective Community Sports Hub should help de-clutter the sporting 
landscape by providing the local community with one central contact, 
replacing multiple contacts for multiple clubs/sports. This will empower the 
Community Sports Hub to deliver a more effective message promoting 
sport. 

 
Question 6: Given reducing public expenditure, what examples of 
innovative joint working between clubs and public bodies exist to make 
the most out of funding? 
 

Local Sports Councils provide a perfect example of how funding can be 
maximised. In 2010-11 Local Authorities invested £501,853.45 across 40 
Local Sports Councils with a combined membership of 2,839 sports clubs. 
With no staffing and minimal administration costs the majority of this 
money is invested directly into supporting clubs by the people who know 
best – the clubs themselves. 

 
Question 7: What are the three most important issues regarding sporting 
facilities at a local level? 
 

There is one major issue regarding local sports facilities – access. This 
can be broken down into: (1) opening up community facilities; (2) 
Providing cost incentives for well-run clubs; (3) local authorities need to 
provide a clear pricing structure and booking system for all facilities. 
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